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assured us tliat Ambassador Listre would return from Costa Rica 
as liaison between the government of Argentina and the Inter- 
an Commission on Human Rights due to arrive here September 6. 
e did not. appear at the time Commission Execvitivc Secretary 
Carreno visited Buenos Aires in late July to set up tlio 
s ion’s visit. Tliis led to Vargas Carreno *s being received 
cign Ministry touch-guv Juan Carlo.s Arlia. which set the 
oil to a bad start. It was only rescued by tlie in terverTrion 
c 1 gn M.iaister Pastor . ) 


Yofre described at some length the strong opposition of the Mini ‘-try 
of Foreign Affairs when President Videla first ordered the .^linistry 
to accept the \’isit of tiie i nter '.Anicr ican Commission. Juan Carlos 
'Arl.ia fumed v.'iicn he heard that tiic Commission would b'e allowed more 
tiian just a visit to Argentina tt- study tlie legal asi'^ects of the 
hruiiai'i r.ights situation here. and he, along with his boss, AdmiraJ 
Montes, accused the Presidency of traitorous behavior. Yofre 
recalled that wlien the actual terms of reference for tlie visit 
were wcirked out with tiie Commission this had to be done by Colonel 
Cerda from the Pres i dcui t ’ s office *' without informing tlic Foreign 
Aff.'iirs .^llnistrv. A suggc.sted letter drafted at the Min .i s t]')' 
accepting the visit's terms sought again to limit the (.'u.mm i s si oji 
to -1 1 lc>eb-see, so that, the entire letter had to be redrafted 

at tiiC Pres idenc y before being sent. 

C ivil I a n - M i I j t a r y Po 1 i t i c s 

Not surp?i s iiigl Yofre .said that military governments are unable to 
function witliout a strong tie with a civilian political group or 
groups to feed the "militnres" and guide them through the pitfalls 
of c i V i 1 i ail - 5 L y 1 c politics. 


Frequently it is the role of the small s])l inter parties to provide 
tin's service -- one of tlic few times tlicse parties can "do their 


thing" and flourish. Yofie went on to mention also civilian per- 
sonal i tic. and cliqi:e.'=, rather than jiartic's, tliat pla>’ed roles in 
miliiav)- governments*: Mor Roig v:as a main.stay of the Lanusse 

adm ini s t ra t i Oil , for exampio; and Yofre mentioned a civilian grou]i 
now circulating around General Diaz Bessone and his "Year 2000 
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Foundation" as being one that stood beside General Ongania during 
his presidency. 

One of the big problems with the present V^idela government, con- 
sequence and cause of its "degaste," is the fact that it now lacks 
this kind of civilian participation and a plan to get back to 
civilian rule. 



Yofre attributed this to the fact that under the system adopted 
in March of 1976 both the Air Force and the Navy has 53-1/3^. of 
the official power apportionment. This has succeeded in inter- 
rupting political progress that might have been made if Videla 
and cojunany liad been able to clioose their civilians freely. Yofre 
meritioncd, foi' example, that it was Videla' s wish to liave a reaJly 
distinguished cabinet and that he would have named prominent and 
effective people last Nov^ember had it it not been for military 
politics whicii "within 48 hours" completely wrecked the President’s 
plajis and forced him to put military unity ahead of political 
progicss. Yofre asked rhetorically whctl^er one could imagine a 
less dis t inguished group than members of the present cabinet -- 
witii the obi'ious exception of Minister of Economy Martinez de Hot. 

Tills stalemate means that General Videla 's present civilian advisor 
Francisco Moyano , can do virtuall)' nothing. This* will be true 
"until the military prolyl em. is resolved." Yofre described tlie 
political lieutenants of Viola as outstanding men and good army 
officers, but lacking the political touch. lie described the 
effoj'ts of tiie four colonels (1 believe tlicy are Arevalo, Aguilar, 
Pijio and Macchucliino) as reseml)ling the steps an elepliant might 
make; in a forest. "Clearly these army nten are incapable of making 
a {political j-jlan." , ■ 

Yolie descrilu-d as disadvan tageous the personal style of General 
V'^idela which seeks consensus rather than amasses power. He went 
on to oj^ine tluit this v-as even moi'e the style of General Vj.ola, 
and lie boliev'es tliat when General Viola, takes over the country's 
leaders!',: p its political crisis w-ill continue insofar as General 
Viola is unaiilc to iiiaj;c new power a vrangeinents . 

Changes Tliat Neve r Took Place 

Mr, Chajilin reminded Mr. Yofre that about one year ago Yofre was 
predicting the imminent departure from the scene of Minister of 
Economy Martinez de Hoz and of Ambassador to Washington Aja Espil . 

Yofre responded that, as for Martinez de Hoz, it would have been 
impossible to fire the one person in the cabinet v.'ho appeared 
to ha\'c a firm policy and an operating team. This could only 
have been doiic in connection witli the kind of "Great Cabinet" 
tliat \'idcJa miglit have had j fi mind but could not bring into 
existence because of military op])Osition. Yofre also said that 
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to fire Martinez de Hoz as part of a "Cabinet massacre" would have 
been the same kind of mistake Ongania made v.’hen he disbanded his 
cabinet and allowed Minister of Economy Krieger Vasena to depart 
for good. (COMMENT: Krieger Yasena’s pragmatic economic policies 

are often compared with tJiose of Martinez de Hoz.) 

As for tlie firing of Ambassador Aja Espil, Yofre pointed to a lack 
of coiisensus regarding any possible alternatives among the militar}* 
and also tlie fact that people who might have been acceptable were 
unwjlldng to take the job because of the short time in office left 
to this government. (COMMENT: This sounds a bit hollow. Anyone 

approached last September or October to replace Aja Espil in 
Washington, would, according to the rules of that day, have been 
able to count on at ieust 18 months of a Vide la governme-nt -- not, 
it would seem, a particularly daunting prospect as Argentine govern- 
ments go.) Videla asked Martinez de Hoz to suggest candidates, 
and tlie Minister came up with three names, including Carlos Dictl 
and Raul Lanusse. Neither candidate, however was acceptable to 
all members of the Junta -- Yofre believ'cd precisely because they 
were known to liave been suggested by Martinez dc Hoz. Martinez de 
Hoz came up <also with the name of the Central Bank’s deputy director 
Cristian Zimmerrnann. Zimmermann also proved unacceptable. 

Former Ambassadors: Old But Interesting Insights 

Mr. Cliaplin asl:ed why Arnaldo Musich had lasted such a short time 
i ji Wash ington . AppoijiVcd by the new military team after it took 
office i li Marcii 1976, Musich only stayed in Wasliington only 40 to 
'SO cla\'s before qiiitting liis job and returning permanently to 
Argentina. Yofre believes that the basic problem was that Musich 
was a jircs ident i al appointment -- made at the beliest of Martine'z 
dc Hoz -- wlio wejit against the grain of Admiral Guzzetti, at that 
time Foreign Minister. A result of Guzzetti ’s opposition to 
Musich was tliat t)ie ambassador's frequent request for changes or 
augmon ta t ions of personnel went unansivered . Musich was apparently 
unv.’isc also to transirMt to his go\^ernment requests coming out of 
W'ashingtoii for explanations in tlie cases of human rights violations, 
and t Cj exj’ic'Ct an ans\;er b.ick. JMnally Musich came homo and com- 
plained to th.e Foreign Minister and then to the President as 
Hidalgo Sola )iad done siiortly before. Admiral Guzzetti dug in 
his hods and told the Piesident that it was "him or Musich." 

Under tlie circumstances tlie resident had to agree to Musich 's 

The other case we discussed was that of Ambassador to Venezuela 
Hidalgo Sola, who was disappeared -- apparently by (someone's) 
security forces -- from a busy dov.’ntown street in Buenos Aires 
wlien he returned here for the wedding of one of his children in 
early July of 1 977. Hi da.] go Sola, a former Radical Party member, 
was also a Videla appointee opposed by Admiral Guzzetti from the ■ 
beginning. 
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After arriving in Caracas in 1976 Hidalgo Sola received a request 
from Casildo Herreras -- the Peronist leader of the Conf cderacion 
General de Trabajo, at that moment on the lam from Argentiiia ajid 
a bete noire of the new military government -- for an interview. 
Somehov,’ Casildo Herreras managed to conA’^ince Hidalgo Sola that 
a genuine emergency was involved and Hidalgo Sola saw him -- 
explaing later to his government v;hat he had done. Mien called 
on the carpet by Guc zetti, tlie ambassador went over Guzzetti's 
head and presen.ted his problems to President Videla -- who con- 
firmed Hidalgo Sola in office to Guzzetti's dismay. 

(COMMfNT: This account differs from an account Ave heard earlier 

that Hidalgo Sola pi'obabl)' A-;as disappeared by som;e poAverful ]aci son's 
group for havijig received former Senator So lari Yrigoyen, when 
the senator was forced loose from captivity -- apparently b\' tl^e 
Navy -- at the insistence of President Videla and allowed to leaA-c 
the country. According to Yofre, Hidalgo Sola and Solari Yrigoyen 
were iv\ opiAosite camps of the Radical I’arty , and the Argentine 
ambassador to Caracas A'.’ould have had no reason to risk his posi- 
tion by seeing the recently freed former senator. Solari Yrigoyen 
did, hov.'CA'cr, stop first in Venezuela e]i route to the United States.) 



E\'cuits At First Corps 


In discussing the humL4n rights violation situation Yofre mentioned 
that when Generals Galticri and \'j Unreal had taken over as First 
Corps CommajidcT he had found a marc's nest of insubordination and 
•problems insofar as straightening out tlie liuman rights violations 
situation was concerned. (COMMi'.XT: We had heard earlier that 

Galti.eri had begun to criticize li i s i^redecessoi- for Suarez Mason's 
alleged infractions of military rule, careless ways, etc. Tiiese 
were, however, purely military complaints and we had not lieard 
that Galticri ivas beginning to criticize Suarez Mason's human 
ri gilts record within liis army circles.)^ As an example of the 
_ probl inherited hy the new coiiniiand or , WM i c-' ]t\6h i j oned Tlie efis - 
appearance of s ix voun^ ocoule a Ma \- . wjiicJi tie smd A^uas not 
nu'ir.i oM !'\- the arnuz. and had caiisec! a rea i n.aTtle w:.'L]iriT~l-ht T 
^ nuJ.itary. He CAirn'essod concern tliat lAHKC A'.'ould either be used 
b> Djjyionen t s of i li e GOA or on its oasui would m a i; e harshly c r i t i c a 1 
statciiiciits A'/liicli 'vould be used h>' tJie political oppojients of Videla 
and Viola in the mill tar}' politics of presidential succession. He 
enumerated tlic ]i umber of liardlincrs \\dio had beoji retired last year, 
and said a number remained who- v.nist go this year if tlie moderates 
are to prei^ai. 1. . VHiile he liojied for a Viola succession (wliich would 
take place at the end of 1 979) , it Avas not a certainty, nor was tlie 
political complexion of the officer.s who v/ould accompany the new 
prcsideiit. In any event, 1 980 AvoLJl.d 'be a "militar)'" as distinct 
from a "political" a' c a r b e c a u s (g ,^ hc arm e d f r c c s had not agreed 
on a plan to move tOAvard c i v i 1 ran '"go v c f " 


XDS-4 S/14/99 rCHAPLIN, MAXWELL) 



OR-M 


|g 


5 



XDS-4 




When asked how Videla had been able to enj^ineer the visit of the 
lAHRC despite so much military opposition, Yofre said it was not \ 

Videla alone, had had the generals behind him, somehow. He implied I 

he did not know all the ins and outs of how this had been arranged. | 
He said there were enough people among the military who realized I 

they simply had to put the past behind them and move on to a new / 

and civilized future. (In another context he spoke of the military / 

and the civilian politicians, including Permanent Assembly member i 

•Allende, being in agreement on tlie need for ^ An 'n v A 
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